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felix green has just returned from his second visit to mainland china he has been there for four and a half 
months during which he traveled over 10 000 miles and he tells me that he went by train bus and riverboat 
he was he interviewed ministers and heads of government departments in p king he saw schools colleges 
prisons hospitals had talks with the editors and writers made a special study of the rural commune several of 
them he was fortunate in having a an interview an exclusive interview the first one given for many years 
three hours with juan lai in fact the chinese foreign office has told mr green that he has seen more sides of 
chinese life and interviewed more people than any other western correspondent since the revolution and just 
to launch this i'm going to take my prerogative as chairman and ask him the first question what are the major 
changes felix that you saw in mainland china as between the visit from which you just returned and the one 
that you took and i believe 1957. there are several quite obvious changes that would strike any return visitor 
to china today the obvious ones are the improvement in the general well-being of the people the clothing has 
improved the amount of consumer goods in the stores has increased and the crowds in the stores is much 
larger than it was three years ago other signs are things such as sightseeing buses coming in from the 
countryside with people coming into peking and another small indication of an 
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and another small indication of an improved standard of living is the number of cameras people with cameras 
slung around their necks now last time i was there i think i only saw one chinese with a camera taking 
pictures this time i saw hundreds if not thousands of chinese taking pictures wherever they were on their 
picnics and on their visits to the great wall and on their trips into peking if they were visitors from the 
countryside so that is the first and obvious thing that strikes anybody going back to china today after a visit 
after a time of three years away then of course since i was there before the the whole commune 
development has taken place and i think that is probably one of the most significant and important things that 
has happened to china the development of the rural communes and more lately the development of the 
urban communes i visited both rural and urban communes and then on the international level i think one 
notices a very definite toughening up of their attitude they have become implacable intransigent and 
absolutely determined to stick to certain basic principles and what has happened i think too is that the issue 
of taiwan or formosa as we call it has become almost central to all their thinking that they feel now that no 


improvement of their relations with the west is possible until that issue has been resolved connected with this 
i think is a an increase in self-confidence i feel that they are almost excessively self-confident they can look 
back on 11 years now of revolutionary history they've been in power 11 years they've consolidated that 
power they feel that there is no threat internally of that i feel quite 
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internally of that i feel quite certain and there are many pieces of evidence for that and uh they feel that they 
are on the way to becoming one of the great powers of the world so that is another change that i've noticed 
an increase of self-confidence there have been some new developments in education the development of 
medicine and behind it all i felt a growing apprehension at the prospect of war i think they have somewhere 
along the line come between three years ago and now come to the conclusion that war with the united states 
is uh probable and now on that note could we begin i think to question uh more specifically dr scallopino 
would you like to well there are a whole series of questions i'd like to ask you mr green and i'm sure that's 
true of the other members here but if i go back to the beginning of your remarks uh particularly those 
concerned with the economic well-being this of course is in some contrast uh to certain at least of the stories 
that have come out in this country there has been in particular the thesis that uh actually at the agrarian 
levels in terms of foodstuffs there was a rather severe shortage and as a matter of fact uh the crops in 1959 
reportedly were not very good now you've been there or at least you've seen certain areas i'd just like to ask 
you this general set of questions i was in hong kong in the summer of 1959 of course i was not in communist 
china 
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of course i was not in communist china i did have a chance to talk with a few people who had come out of 
communist china and i talked to some servants in hong kong who went back and forth in guangdong 
province my general reaction then was that there was a real food problem in the south in that period it was 
severe i think in the rural areas around canton and i got this from servants and others who were apolitical 
really so i'm wondering whether you think there's been a decide improvement or whether you think the areas 
you saw were not affected or exactly what how you would match these two points just if i may ask a second 
question that goes with this i also interviewed a few people who had who were listed as escapees i think 
we've seen some evidence of these actually in the western press people who said that they were working too 
hard now basically these people weren't political refugees they were economic refugees they said that life in 
the communes where they were was very tough and that they had to work too many hours a day i don't think 
they cared very much about ideology frankly these are two aspects of the problem as i saw in hong kong last 
summer and i'd be very much interested in your point of view on this i think i can uh say right away that i 
should have made an exception in regard to food food is now somewhat more scarce than it was three years 
ago and that is partly due to the two bad harvest years that they have had so you're perfectly right in saying 
that the food situation is tough uh it's particularly tough actually around canton area because of the the floods 
that they had there the um government officials that i spoke to believe that they can get through this winter 
without real distress that doesn't mean that the people are feeding well 
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people are feeding well that feeding very very poorly i i went to some communes and joined in the communal 
meals and i must say they were of a very drab and dreary kind and i don't think they were sufficient to keep 
people active and healthy for too long the general line that the government draw is 25 catties of grain a 
month they feel that they can maintain that they feel it sufficiently with sufficient confidence that they haven't 
yet although they may be foster they haven't yet cancelled any of their grain exports they've got 
commitments for five million tons of grain which they still are expecting to ship to russia and eastern europe 
but there is no question at all that the food situation particularly this coming winter is going to be a very tough 
one as far as the general level that i was referring to earlier on consumer goods and so forth the actual 
figures if they're worth anything at all that they give one is that the retail sales between 1958 and 1959 1957 


and 1958 went up 33 percent and from 1958 to 1959 went up 34 percent so if that means anything there has 
been an increase in consumer consumption on the non-food level may i break in here to just pose a second 
question then i'll let someone else take over although i think you may want to talk about this question of the 
economic work refugee but i'm wondering about this curious mystery of the communist position on birth 
control they started out with some emphasis upon a birth control program as you well know or at least this 
was true in the early 50s this was curtailed i remember seeing posters enormous posters advertising birth 
control that came out 
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advertising birth control that came out of communist china but it was later dropped i would gather rather 
precipitously and so far as i know the regime at present is not supporting a birth control program or am i 
wrong what is the present position now we're getting two or three questions behind i think may i backtrack for 
a moment and pick up some of the others about the working too hard they did work when the communes first 
started they worked them 10 12 i think 14 hours a day now the general policy that i found in every commune 
and this is true two of the industries is to maintain an eight-hour working day now that varies during harvest 
time and so forth quite obviously as it does everywhere but by and large they're trying and the minister of 
health spoke to me about this herself she said that they're trying to educate their people to realize that if they 
work them too hard they're going to get less work from them than if they give them uh time to rest so the 
eight hour standard working day is pretty well general throughout china today as far as the refugees are 
concerned my surprise really is that there are not more coming out to hong kong than there are in 1959 there 
were 1900 only according to the statistics that i saw that came from as refugees as political refugees coming 
out to hong kong now considering the enormous revolution in the lives of the peasants in china and 
peasantries are usually conservative my surprise is that there hasn't been a far larger uh flow of uh how easy 
is it to get out of well it's quite easy really because you can get exit permits a great many chinese who come 
out of china into hong kong for visits if you go there you can see every train it's got is packed with with 
people who are coming to visit relatives in hong kong and hong kong people going to visit their relatives in 
china but that doesn't mean that there are not exceptions and if you are a politically 
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exceptions and if you are a politically suspect person it would be very difficult indeed to get an exit permit 
and there must be many thousands of those so the politically unsound in quotes are probably denied exit 
permits and therefore cannot get out now birth control the real campaign for birth control reached its zenith in 
1957 when they began to have clinics in towns i didn't see any in the in the countryside but in the towns they 
had birth control clinics and so forth but even then i never felt that there was real steam behind it it wasn't 
one of those grand campaigns that the chinese government can put on it seemed to me more in the nature of 
sort of pilot projects that there was not too much publicity about them and i went through some of those 
clinics dreary affairs with these clinical posters around the walls and it was pretty gloomy sort of places and i 
didn't feel if the government was really concerned with this they would have put a far greater effort behind it i 
asked mr joe and i about this specific question what the policy of the government was towards birth control 
and he answered it this way that there is now a shortage of labor and they are less interested in birth control 
the uh it's perfectly possible the medical people told me for any woman to get uh instruction or man if the 
father and mother if the husband and wife uh both agreed to it or if it is medically indicated but there is no 
attempt at the moment to reduce the population the population is increasing at the rather alarming rate of 
about 1700 every hour and yet they think they can sustain that agriculturally and industrially and therefore 
they are not doing too much about it just as an indication of the lack of surplus labor i went through these 
commune fields laden with heavy 
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laden with heavy camera equipment and tripods and still cameras and lord knows what and everywhere i 
tried in the before going out right in the towns to get someone to come out and act as a carrier something to 
carry my equipment i failed in every case i tried over and over again from many towns just because there 
was no one who wouldn't have to be taken off the job he was on so there is no surplus labor as i would be for 
instance you asked me just before the program began about india well you know in india if you had 
announced that you had a job for a carrier you'd be have 500 people waiting outside the hotel trying to get 
the job that is not so in china today mr allen would you like to be the next questioner yes i should like mr 
green to take up one or two points that have come earlier to begin with the food shortage to which you've 
referred i have several questions here this could of course be a food shortage in the towns and not in the 
country or it could be both or it could be a shortage in the uh country and not in the towns well what is the 
nature of this shortage do you think wherever it is can you tell us first in the first place where it is well then 
what is the the basic cause is it just weather or do you think that the chinese are running into the same sort 
of ideological difficulties that the russians have run into that their agricultural policies determine largely on 
political grounds uh tend to bring about a reduction in agricultural productivity and agricultural production this 
is the first question i would like to put you pressured you'd like to take it has it come right the official 
explanation is weather and they have had undoubtedly very tough 
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and they have had undoubtedly very tough uh climatic conditions for the last two years and more aggravating 
an additional aggravating factor i think is the light industries that have been developed in the communes 
which have taken labor off the fields for industrial production there are several further causes for the food 
shortage one is that women are working particularly in the cities in the urban communes and they are eating 
more they eat the largest larger proportion of the of the chinese public now is eating in public restaurants and 
they have to be fed and the actual consumption of food the actual demand for food has increased when 
women have been working in a factory all day and go to a public restaurant public canteen dining hall they 
expect that not only to be food but a certain variety of food which they don't always get now but which they 
expect to get and which somehow other has to be obtained so for these various reasons food is short i would 
put the climactic one the climate cause really as number one because from all accounts it has been printed 
off seventy percent of their agricultural productive land has been affected by flood or drought in the past two 
years i see you um do you know what is the nature of the remuneration to peasants now presumably the 
straight profit incentive has been destroyed yes i wonder how much profit incentive there ever was um well it 
may have been a poor profit but there would have been the pressure to there was always the prof the 
incentive to stay alive and very often they didn't stand and stay alive as many of the of the people there tell 
you people who've lost uh relatives and so forth in the drought 
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uh relatives and so forth in the drought periods or the flood periods in earlier years they um so there was 
always the incentive just to get enough to eat now they feel that they at least however poor the food is in the 
communes they feel that it is going to be there it is regular it is something that they can rely on i think by and 
large the fear of starvation has been lifted off the minds of the of the chinese peasantry but now as far as 
remuneration is concerned um they're paid in what they call wages and free supply free supply means free 
food there are money wages range that it's still very pitifully low it ranges from [Music] say 20 euro ina 
month which is eight eight dollars a month to about twice that but that is all they get in actual cash but their 
food is given to them without payment in the canteens is this in any way a system of payment by results you 
say there is some graduation in the money wage it's payment still by the number of hours that they are 
employed except that there are differentials for size of family children if you have children you get so much 
anyhow for them and it seems to me to work out as they have to work in the fields for so many hours a day 
that the actual wage level remains very much the same what the differentials i was giving you was not 
differentials within a commune it was from commune to communism and the communes i might say very very 
much i went i went to some communes where they really have plenty of food where they have up to 12 and 
14 choices of of dishes at a at a at a meal i've been to others where the only thing they had was one of these 
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the only thing they had was one of these round dough doughy things and they just pick up two of those and 
come to a table and eat that now this seems interesting to me because that seems to suggest that the 
government is not using all of the communes communes at least as a means of forced levies on the 
countryside for the benefit of the towns in the way the russians did in the 20s and the 30s no the towns have 
suffered as a result of an increase of food being allocated to the countryside that is another reason why you 
get a good many people from canton peaking and so forth complaining that the there is not enough food 
there it means that the differential the difference in food supply that used to exist between the city and the 
countryside is being evened out may i ask this question mr greene about the communes when you get down 
to the basic reason for these there have been various arguments advanced one has been that this was a 
method of maximizing labor and utilizing efficiently distribution in that if you could control food that you could 
prevent peasant hoarding etc this was a method of utilizing to the best possible extent you're given food 
supplies and of regulating labor another point that's been advanced is that this was a method of 
industrializing the society in a certain sense that by if you couldn't take the peasant to the city as you could 
not for various reasons that you might bring a part of the city or industry to the peasant and that this was 
conceived as a way of developing and building rural industrialization and still another argument that i've 
heard is that this was a method of total mobilization of manpower not merely for industrial purposes but even 
for propaganda purposes for military purposes if you will that here you brought the peasants together under a 
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brought the peasants together under a a controllable organizational structure now i'd be interested in the 
positions that the communist leadership gave to u.s regards the reasons for the communes and also in 
connection with the previous set of questions whether or not you feel that there is no peasant dissidence or 
or whether you think some exists and whether you feel you're able to judge this i know that some people who 
have been in china felt that they had a chance to see only certain communes that were somewhat 
showcases and as a matter of fact one person i talked with in hong kong who had been in twice had been 
taken back to the same set of communes do you feel that you had relatively free access to communes that 
might not be just for inspection purposes for foreign visitors again a number of questions which i better 
backtrack on i think the the reasons for the development of the commune system are these first of all the 
rationalization of agriculture that for the development of irrigation dams rural electrification etc it was found to 
be uneconomic to do it in the unit that they had which were the cooperatives that to enlarge that unit was 
made the thing easier already before the communes had started a number of cooperatives had already come 
together in loose affiliations in order to do certain jobs a river had to be damned some irrigation canals had to 
be opened and so forth and they were already coming together cooperating on those and this was just an 
extension of that secondly it was a way of avoiding seasonal idleness a very large number of the chinese 
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a very large number of the chinese peasantry were idle during those parts of the season after the harvest 
was in or whatever it was during the year in fact the i believe the the average number of days worked by the 
peasants of china before was only 140 a year because there were such long stretches this was a way of 
mobilizing the labor force which would then which would at those times be idle and they've done that by 
setting up not tens of thousands but literally hundreds of thousands of small workshops scattered throughout 
the countryside so that when they are not busy in the fields they can go into the into the workshops um the 
question of total mobilization i think must be there too because i think as i told you in my first remarks that 
one of the fears at the back of the minds of the chinese leadership is the fear of war and this is another way 
of decentralizing the whole of chinese life one reason why there is such a difference in food in different parts 
of the country is that they have established food regions which they want now to make as far as possible 
self-sufficient the decentralization of industry has taken place through the communes and of course there is 
the development of the militia every healthy peasant both man and woman between the ages of 18 and 35 
have to take part twice a week or something like that in training exercises at night i'm interested in that uh 


particularly as it shows that the government has a certain amount of trust and this this leads on to your last 
question of how far is there unrest or dissidence among the peasantry now history has surely shown us that 
if government is at all anxious about the loyalty of its people it wouldn't arm them and today the 


00:26:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=RJjTp5T4e2M&t=1561s 





it wouldn't arm them and today the peasantry of china is armed and not with toy guns like time magazine i 
think once said but real guns i've seen them and with real ammunition and they are becoming i think as uh 
montgomery said when he was there a very tough people as a result i think it'd be extremely difficult now for 
an army to find itself in the middle of china with the the peasant militia around them is that something like the 
swiss uh over there yes would you say something like this was and i must say i was reminded a little bit of 
the early days of america isn't there a one of the um constitutional second amendment is it which guarantees 
the right of every citizen to to carry arms you know in the fence of its home well it reminded me a little bit of 
that here they are moving into a new era of their life and they do have what we would in england i think 
called a home guard which you might hear called national guard but it's on a very uh simple level no 
uniforms um just a rifle slung around them but they do turn out quite a smart group of of un men and women 
in it i asked a question just relating to jordan agnew speaking this attitude with regard to marming and so on 
uh when i lived for some 20 years in china i was impressed with tooth with many things but there were two 
that were to me very significant one was the earthy realism of the chinese i didn't feel that they were carried 
away too much by uh illusion or a fantasy they lived very close to the earth and then the second thing that i 
would mention would be the element of dignity the element of faith which i think we share as most peoples 
around the world do well now when we take what you mentioned in the very beginning about the implacable 
attitude of of the chinese 
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attitude of of the chinese and their their current belligerence internationally and so on would you feel did you 
have evidence to think that that uh is a little bit anomalous with this very earthy realism that is that is a 
traditional pattern of their thinking and feeling for so long would you feel that that might be related to their to 
the extreme loss of dignity and face with relation to the united nations structure if when they see and they 
seem to me that they have expressed this at different times and some of their own statements and some of 
their publications rather rather rather clearly seems to me uh that if there is a world organization which can 
function only adequately when it is a world organization and then if elements in the world organization insist 
that a fifth of the human race should not be represented in that organization then there would be a very 
severe loss of dignity to that to that whole group and it would seem to me that that might possibly then be 
one factor for their present aggressiveness and for that degree of belligerence which i would say is not 
typical of the of the traditional pattern of chinese feeling and thinking and so i'd like to have your opinion on 
that and perhaps you might relate the answer to some degree with the status of education today and what 
they are doing these are pretty some pretty big questions first of all about the earthiness and the sort of 
pragmatic quality of their life they still have that i'm now thinking of the people let's differentiate for a moment 
between the people and the public pronouncements uh in belligerent tones on on the part of the leadership 
the people i think still have it this earth equality this pragmatic quality does it work is the thing that they want 
to find out and they're less taken in i think 
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and they're less taken in i think by the mythologies or dogmas of politics than we might suppose but at the 
moment the um regime is providing results more people are benefiting from the regime than have been had 
to suffer through it they are getting education they are getting medical medical services and they are getting 
security as far as food is concerned these are very very important things to them so the as far as the 
peasants and the ordinary workers are concerned they still have that earthy realistic quality that you noticed 
in them some years ago they certainly have that i think the belligerence this uh hardening of attitude on the 
part of the leadership comes from a realization that they are not going to be a member of the united nations 


for some considerable time that they have been kept out it obviously is a wounding thing for a very proud 
people and they are very proud with a great consciousness of their very long history to be kept out of a world 
organization they rationalize that now and to a certain extent with a certain amount of validity that it really will 
harm the united nations rather more than it will harm china china is uh feeling this growing sense of 
confidence position is established and yet in spite of that there must be a feeling that her own rights are 
being disregarded in this matter i know uh i was speaking to in india last year to mr nehru and he feels this 
very strongly that for instance a whole border incident with china this dispute 
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border incident with china this dispute would have been handled on a very different level and china would 
have been in a way easier to deal with if she had been in intercourse and free commerce and accepted 
among the peoples of the world so uh even those in conflict with her even those countries that have 
difficulties with china feel by and large that she should be now included in the uh in the u.n but that is a 
different issue perhaps we can get onto that in greater detail later may i ask this in connection with contacts 
now you have been to communist china twice in relatively recent times if we were we the united states were 
to propose at this point uh such a beginning exploratory stage of relationships with communist china as a 
truly mutual exchange i think probably the audience is aware of the fact that at one point the chinese 
communist proposed to us a mutual exchange of journalists we went through various stages of answers but 
if we were today to take up that original proposal of several years ago and accept a mutual exchange of 
journalists and perhaps scholars and the third category commercial representatives would the chinese 
communists today accept that without any further stages at the moment i don't think so i think that's another 
one of the big changes that have taken place in the last three years she has been she feels i'm giving the 
chinese point of view rebuffed too many times in 1956 she offered to open her borders to any journalists from 
america that wanted to come in and see what she was doing without strings attached and that was refused 
as you know by mr dulles since then uh various other considerations have come in and little by little i think 
the chinese 
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and little by little i think the chinese have now taken the position that until the major issues are settled she is 
not interested in these um secondary visits and secondary channels of communication i think it's one of the 
great pities that the thing has got to the point now i think where until the major issue of taiwan or formosa is 
settled i don't think china is going to admit anybody that um uh in the american you mean american i'm 
thinking now in terms of in terms of america is anybody from this country she's got into that what i call a 
really impactable mood and so that is really only crystallized out quite recently there was still even a year ago 
a chance i think of a of a possible accommodation but i noticed in her last statement about uh two months 
ago while i was in china that she's really saying the fundamental issues first have to be settled and then we 
can talk about uh exchange of other kinds of people mr wilson had something he wanted to say in that 
connection last year you know we sent an annual business development team from san francisco to asia and 
last year when we were in hong kong we received invitations to run up to canton and see the international 
trade fair so that was about a year ago at any rate now of course we consulted with our authorities there and 
we're told that we shouldn't do that which was understandable considering the policy however uh you feel 
that since that time the the line has become much harder harder i don't think you would today get that same 
invitation although i might be wrong but at the moment it seems that they are sticking their feet now in that 
connection if i may and our good friend dr scallopino also mentioned here the categories of visitors who 
might go into china and 
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visitors who might go into china and speaking of in the cultural fields in the fourth estate and also commercial 
we have felt in the business community in san francisco that very possibly one of the most helpful groups to 
start to bring about some type of rapprochement in the future possibly would be the commercial elements 


here especially in san francisco where we've had such close ties with the china from the very very beginning 
of our history and you were mentioning there are more goods available and we have been watching very 
closely what our friends up the coast here in vancouver are doing because of course they're trading quite 
extensively with china and also our british friends i know have had a fairly good amount of trade with china 
although i know the pattern is not very consistent and changes from time to time according to the particular 
needs of the mainland chinese and i'd be very much interested in some of your thoughts as to the canadian 
and british positions as far as trade is concerned with china and also in speaking of more goods in the stores 
do you feel that that means that their industries are producing more goods which would be available for 
export in other words we have often been told uh there's no there's nothing that you can trade in with the 
chinese that and then we are told if there is anything it would be in products which we knew were available in 
our trade before the war and that those products in many cases are no longer needed now there are others 
who feel that that's not the case that times have changed considerably since the trade patterns that that we 
knew before the war and that there should be quite a lively trade in certain types of products i know uh one 
thing that we'd like to get rid 
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uh one thing that we'd like to get rid of not rid of but i mean we'd like to sell on the west coast are what we 
still call the shanghai lengths of timber they're types that the chinese always took and which are not as much 
in demand in other parts of the world i know also that our people who have a great many surpluses of 
various foodstuffs would certainly like to see some way of moving those products and it'd be very much of 
interest to us in the business community here to have some of your comments on the trade possibilities there 
well i naturally went into this fairly carefully with them and we can only talk in general terms tonight because i 
haven't got my actual figures and products and so forth with them they're general the general principle on 
which they base all this is that it's got to be between people who between countries with the trust each other 
and that any trade has got to be to the mutual advantage of both countries that trade cannot be used for 
ulterior purposes that is the principle on which they go and of course britain and canada have entered the 
market there not as greatly as west germany has in switzerland and others but it is improving all the time in 
fact in shanghai i found there was more shipping in shanghai now than there has ever been in the history of 
shanghai it's much more than it was before the the revolution which is interesting fact in itself the as far as 
the specific items are concerned what we could send i'm not sure i'm i'm not familiar with the timber situation 
in china i know they do have to import timber but whether we could meet the price i don't know that other 
countries supply the timber with but the the broad picture as seen from china is this that even though at this 
moment it might be difficult to foresee the specific items it could be mutually exchanged between america 
and china a prosperous country if china began to be a prosperous industrial country would 





be a prosperous industrial country would always provide business for other prosperous and industrial 
countries that quite obviously if china does move forward as she seems to be moving forward now according 
to the british economist she will be the third largest industrial power in in within 10 years there will 
undoubtedly be all kinds of things which he could provide for the united states and the united states could 
provide for her provided that there is this um uh political trust at the back of it could i i wonder if i could come 
back to that point i hope my question won't appear to the audience as a purely european question but i've 
always been very much impressed partly because i got involved in it in the rapprochement between 
yugoslavia and the western world when yugoslavia broke away from the communist camp and what 
happened then was as i understand it very much at the suggestion of the american government that britain 
acted as a go-between between yugoslavia and the west and that we in fact did do a lot of work to show that 
the west was not as the communist textbook said at a stage when the yugoslavs for emotional reasons 
would not have been prepared to uh directly deal with a large number of uh americans well do you feel that if 
the time has come for a reproduction or if it if it's possible to achieve any rapprochement with communist 
china at the moment that this is something which at this stage might be done by europeans if it can't from 
what you've been suggesting be done by citizens of the united states yes and one would wish that britain 


and canada would would take that lead the problem is that again from the chinese point of view they feel that 
britain's recognition of china has not been a fully candid and open one that is whenever the chips are down 
in the u.n 


00:42:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=RJjTp5T4e2M&t=2520s 





are down in the u.n and elsewhere britain never takes a line independent from that of washington and for uh 
obvious reasons britain is clearly not going to jeopardize her main relations with our main airline in order to 
please the chinese but from the chinese point of view it means that china is dealing with a country that is only 
half recognizing china and is not really following her own instincts and interests in this one matter so if britain 
is to play the role of the sort of the opening door role so to speak she will have to i think take a line more 
independent than she is doing from the line taken by the united states and i think the same thing is true of 
canada i did not wish to suggest that this should necessarily be britain i mean it might be perhaps be 
germany well germany is of course doing an increasing amount of trade with uh west germany i'm thinking of 
course easter i'm sure you trade with trading trading for a long time but west germany is doing an increasing 
amount of business with um with china with peaking in political terms we always come back i suppose to the 
issue of taiwan or formosa because you have suggested earlier that this is the real key to the chinese 
communist attitude namely that uh until and unless they can get taiwan they really won't play ball with us so 
to speak now this is a matter of great concern i guess we'd all admit because they're not going to get taiwan 
at least in the foreseeable future unless it's done through military means i can't envisage any american 
government shifting its policy on that issue nor really can i envisage our main allies including great britain 
shifting their policy on that specific issue we may be very unhappy with what is going on in taiwan but i 
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with what is going on in taiwan but i think that's a different matter from saying that we think that the 
taiwanese ought to be turned over to the mainland we might go so far as to advocate a u.n sponsored 
plebiscite on taiwan there are a number of things we might do but the one thing that i think we won't do is to 
say taiwan return to the mainland or go to the mainland now does this mean in your opinion that we really 
are stymied therefore that there's really nothing we can do i think so i say very reluctantly but i believe that 
this is the sort of key to the whole ampas that we've reached with china and i say we america's reached with 
china as you know they've been some very dramatic rallies in peaking anti-american rallies and the great cry 
there is america get out of taiwan america get out of south korea and i think those rallying cries are not any 
longer just militant gestures but they are really pronouncing the basis on which any re-establishment of 
relations can be achieved that is until america moves out now i again if i may refer to my conversation with 
joe and i about this i raised that with him i said you say get out that is i felt unrealistic no country ever gets 
out of a country unless she sees compensating advantages and i asked him what the compensating 
advantages would be for america just to withdraw and i told him that the american public has a sense of kind 
of moral obligation to the people on taiwan not to hand them over to a regime which they would not perhaps 
want to live under and he said he brushed that off he said the obligation of course is to get out it's got nothing 
to do with the united 
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it's got nothing to do with the united states what taiwan is or is not it's our affair and then he pointed out that 
britain found it in our interests to move out of various parts of the world and that he felt that america should 
move out just as britain did of course the political considerations were different and of course he then says 
we have plenty of time their time scale on this is a very different one they feel absolutely sure that eventually 
they will get taiwan would you feel that did you speak to joe and i about the possibility that dr scalpino has 
just mentioned that in place of taiwan being being under the under the sponsorship and help of one of the 
western nations that it be placed under the perhaps disliked but at least a more nominate type of structure 
such as the united nations well perhaps of any kind of proposals those raise the heckles more than any other 
they say what are the united nations got to do with our territory you see they see it very clearly as asa 


usurpation of their own territorial rights and any discussion of plebiscite any discussion of of uh un 
trusteeship is the thing that they really reject with uh great vigor would they reject it felix if i may ask one 
question would they do you feel rejected wholeheartedly supposing they were members of the united nations 
and things had perhaps managed to exist on that level for a time and then it could be ascertained through a 
plebiscite whether or not the people living on formosa wish to retain their present government uh the 
nationals chinese government do you think there's any room for maneuvering in case they were within the 
blanket of the united nations i explored all these possibilities even making it um what they call it an 
autonomous area for a while not even under the uh not even under china sort of nebulous thing that exists 
there for 10 years you know just to let the thing cool off 


00:48:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuJjTp5T4e2M&t=2880s 





to let the thing cool off they rejected every possible compromise and that is not just put on that they feel with 
very great vigor right into their deepest bones and they all do there wasn't a single official that i spoke to that 
didn't feel that there was no room for discussion on this attack there was no wrong the discussion on any 
kind of compromise over taiwan is out i reminded them on one occasion of mao zedong's saying that you 
must always leave a door open through which your enemy can retreat and i said now supposing it did come 
about that the american public felt that they would for other reasons want to withdraw from taiwan how can 
they uh now do it without a maximum of humiliation you see and their answer was that they don't want to uh 
save america from humiliation yeah they feel america should leave with a maximum of humiliation so there is 
a really uh a blank wall i think this is one of the problems of course that the chinese communists have the 
feeling that our present relationship is hurting us i'm not now talking about the united states more than them 
and of course the kind of vote that we recently saw in the united nations is some evidence that this may be 
so that is that if you're going to lose by attrition this is one of the most painful ways to lose over a period of 
time that can be envisaged my own feeling is that with respect to policy just speaking now as an american 
we have got to set up a policy not which grants the chinese communists unconditional surrender and i don't 
think personally that to give them taiwan would be warranted in any sense that i can define but rather a 
policy which places the onus for difficulties and non-communications more squarely upon them and this is 
one reason why i 
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upon them and this is one reason why i have the feeling that if we went into consort with our allies and some 
of the neutrals looking toward a situation where we allowed the republic of taiwan to stay in the united 
nations and left the security seat open if the chinese communists did not accept it then i i feel that the illness 
would be very much upon them uh you may disagree with this but i want to put this in the context of a 
question uh the the real 64 dollar question i suppose in many americans minds today and perhaps 
everywhere in the world is the true nature of sino-soviet relationships we haven't talked about that yet and 
perhaps you can't see this any more clearly from within china than you can from outside i don't know but are 
we reaching a period when relationships between the soviet union and communist china are definitely 
becoming much more difficult much more sticky and is there the chance that opening up new avenues of 
policy formation for the chinese communists opening up new possibilities new decisions that they've got to 
make in the world theater may cause them to rethink their position on some of these issues even though they 
were being perfectly frank with you when they talked about their rigidity on the taiwan issue i can't imagine 
that their relationship with the soviet union if it is undergoing changes wouldn't uh involve some rethinking of 
their total world position when i put this sort of argument to them they would reverse it and they would say 
supposing long island was being occupied by china or the soviet union or a country hostile to them why 
would america ever compromise on any kind of plebiscite 
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independent long island under un trusteeship but wouldn't puerto rico be more analogous because i think 
that taiwan hasn't been under chinese control for a very long time well it's not been under chinese control 
since 1870 is that right and then it was given return to china under the uh yalta in uh uh agreements do they 
consider the formosans uh a different people or do they just consider them chinese they consider them a 
province of china and uh they feel just as we would feel i think if one of our uh states was now being 
occupied by a foreign power now the thing that damages us i think in the far east is not only the fact that we 
are occupying uh formosa but the reasons that we give for it i think if we said for military reasons it is 
necessary for us to be there that sort of candor would do america a lot of good it's when we talk about free 
china that we've got to defend freedom on formosa and that these people are free that's what really raises a 
life all through asia on the part of the people who know what's going on in formosa today and what what is 
really happening is that they're really chiang kai-shek they've learned nothing and we are of course financing 
him to a very great extent he's got 900 admirals and generals on full pay going through the pretense that one 
day they are going to be governor of this state or mayor of that town and that sort of thing you see which is i 
think i i would disagree with you a little bit here i suppose no one has been more critical in some respects of 
the taiwan situation that i have as a matter of fact i just wrote a letter to the new york times about two weeks 
ago which got me a really rousing antagonistic response from the chinese nationalist ambassador it was a 
good letter i wrote it in protest against the lay chan arrest yes and i have been in taiwan several 
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yes and i have been in taiwan several times i'm not at all certain i'll ever be able to go back now but i have 
been there several times in the last few years i think it is true that this is a one-party dictatorship i think it is 
true that this is a decadent government although i think many of the refugees incidentally are very honest 
and honorable people and most of them don't have any more real say in the government than the taiwanese 
i'm not disputing that it's petty it's pettiness is bad but there are there is a considerable amount of open 
criticism incidentally uh if you don't print it that's allowed and there are many other things that make this a 
loose regime now the taiwanese people so far as i can judge don't want anything any part of either the 
nationalists or the communists they do not think of themselves as a part of the mainland they think of 
themselves as having a separate culture as having a separate development and therefore when we say that 
we think in certain moral terms here you see my real quarrel with you is i don't think that the people of asia 
those who know this situation believe that taiwan necessarily ought to belong to the communists at least the 
japanese the indonesians the indians with whom i have talked have often made considerable concessions on 
this score yes i'd like if i could follow up there and ask you if you could perhaps do the very difficult thing of 
trying to put yourselves yourself in the shoes of an african or an indian perhaps talking to chewing lie or 
someone else you have described what seems to me a picture of a purely emotional reaction to international 
relations by the chinese government for example over taiwan uh not prepared to discuss their right to have 
taiwan i presume you probably also raised tibet and found a similar sort of reaction um now what might 
happen do you think if this is a very difficult question i Know if an african or an indian was in your place was 
asking these same sort of questions do you think he would feel some sympathy 
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do you think he would feel some sympathy for this rather emotional chauvinistic attitude or would he tend to 
look at it more in the way that we have been looking at it around this table you mean the the african or the 
indian yes you see i mean these are people that are very sensitive about their own nationalism at the 
moment well you you probably can answer that better than i can and those of you who've been to india and 
japan i've been to both too but you have spent more time there and you can uh probably answer this more 
readily than i can the attitude of china towards the united states is an emotional one i think our attitude 
towards china is an emotional one the actual facts look completely surely i think very largely it is the only 
excuse for it very much that's true emotionally yes and so and we know very little of each other the one of 
the terrible things i might just personally admit here is to be sort of ground between the two that when i go to 
china i find people hopelessly ignorant of america and its way of life and what we're trying to do and the 
ordinary kind of decences that go on here i come here back here and i find an american public that is equally 


ignorant of the developments that are taking place in in china and so both countries are talking across a 
huge gap of non-knowingness of not no knowledge with all the feelings and prejudices accumulated through 
the years after all there's been a vast accumulation of frustration on the part of china for many many years 
the whole historical tradition the whole historical um the treatment of china in the last hundred years and so 
forth hasn't really induced a great deal of trust although there was this period from 1900 on to 1949 almost 
when this country did a 
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1949 almost when this country did a great deal for china and a great affection a great bridge of affection was 
was uh built but that collapsed there's probably nothing left in that reservoir of goodwill between the united 
states and curiously yes curiously for the american people they make a very clear distinction always when 
talking and even in their public pronouncements between the american policies and the american 
government and the people of america i think it would be perfectly possible for an american to walk through 
in the center in the middle of those violent anti-american rallies and be treated with great personal courtesy 
very frequently i i was asked who i was and i said american just to see what the response was and i never 
once was met with anything but interest and personal kindness and haven't they felt for quite a time that the 
american citizen has really a very little intimate understanding of what is happening that he has not really 
understood the basis of the original problem economic problem long before russia came into the picture 
before any of these turbulent things happened true and if they if they knew for that if the american citizen 
knew for example that let that uh take one illustration when a year ago in formosa i asked a number of uh 
leading people there from the from the mainland what are you waiting for what are you expecting america to 
do for you what is it you're planning for and one man that i'd known for some years and i knew he was 
speaking from his heart he spoke he put this more diplomatically than i will but what he actually said was well 
if only the third world war would break out soon while we have a clinching hold around america's neck we get 
some of the things we'd like to have i didn't put it quite as blatantly as that but that was the definite idea so 
that i think that many of them realize that the american citizen often is not aware of these basic things that 
we've been discussing tonight but i'd like to follow this up and having mentioned are you mentioning a third 
world war you still leave me feeling uh rather 
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you still leave me feeling uh rather pessimistic and uh in that you seem to uh give a picture of political 
leaders uh in china who are going to be extremely difficult to negotiate with on any basis of reason i mean 
assuming we do negotiate on the basis of reasoning not simply of emotion um well now what is their fear of 
uh nuclear war we have read that in fact they are not supposed to be afraid of nuclear war that they think that 
the communist system because of the large number of people in china would survive a nuclear war it would 
be the only part of the world really to survive and this would be the opportunity in the end for the spread of 
world communism from within china the world appears to be a rather threatening place for them particularly 
the increase of the strengthening of america's bases in the far east the japanese base has recently been the 
garrison there's been increased the philippines south korea thailand um formosa and they ask themselves 
why the chinese why is there this going on why has the seventh fleet recently had a greater strength added 
to it by two carriers and so forth and they feel also the good of the good marxist analysis of history that 
america is moving towards crisis that economically she is sustaining her life by large expenditure on 
armaments internationally she will not be able to compete with the soviet with the socialist countries 
domestically there are a lot of what you would call psychological problems which are facing this country and 
she points to a number of symptoms such as neurosis statistics 
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symptoms such as neurosis statistics drunkenness statistics statistics and so forth to support her so she 
sees america moving towards crisis and i think the marxist analysis of this would be that before america finds 
her position of priority in the country in the world really challenged that she will have one good go at 


destroying those countries which are present challenging her so that she believes that there is a real fear 
that america will want for her economic uh domestic economic and political reasons to start what you would 
hope what america would hope to be a small war another career of some kind laos or something like that 
and china doesn''t feel that that could be limited to a small war this seems to suggest that there's not much 
discussion between the chinese and the russians because the russians wouldn't have this view is a good 
deal of discussion and i should think some some dispute as there has been but china looks at a different 
world to the world that russia looks at china looks china looks at a world which is which is threatening to 
begin with more directly in this way in the way that i've suggested and also the policy russian policy of the 
peaceful coexistence implies to a certain extent acceptance of the status quo china says she cannot accept 
the status quo she has to be militantly against the occupation of her territory in taiwan so while russia can 
talk peaceful coexistence china can only talk it within certain limits and with certain reservations and i think 
that is the crux of the difference that it divergence between russia and china today did you to go on with it uh 
feeling somewhat uh get any other information on this 
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uh get any other information on this relationship between china and russia that they asked about in any wider 
context than what you just mentioned did you see a great many russians for example in china the reason i 
ask you that is that i was in the soviet union last year and uh having not been there for a number of years i 
was very interested in seeing so many chinese especially in moscow and also to see that all of the menus 
and programs and everything were in russian chinese english german sometimes one or two other 
languages but of course before the war they were never there was never anything in chinese and i've often 
wondered in this in these various ideological disputes of late which are very interesting to us in political 
science and economics but sometimes i sometimes think the hope is the father of the thought that such 
things are going to happen and that there's not too much of a possibility of any rupture in the in the near 
future what would your thoughts i think you're right can i just follow up with another question it really 
inundates you um there have been reports that all the russian experts have been withdrawn from china i 
mean this would follow on from what is just uh well if i may break in with what i believe to be a bit of valid 
data somebody who was a far eastern expert informed me that actually there was some kind of a 10-year 
treaty about those experts that they were supposed to remain only until the date at which they were 
withdrawn and that in fact it was tacked on this other thing sort of inadvertently by probably people who didn't 
realize that is that could anyone confirm or deny that russian certainly did have a term of office i think the the 
question in dispute is whether just those whose term was ending were going home or whether there was a 
somewhat larger group and i don't know the answer to this 
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to this relating to this i went into this question of the chinese of the russian experts and i spoke to the russian 
embassy people there on it and so forth and i got some rather interesting figures they told me for instance 
that the total number of uh technical assistance that had been sent from russia to china through from the 
beginning to now was just over ten thousand ten thousand three hundred which is a much smaller figure than 
most people had expected and that includes everybody that includes people who are in china only for a few 
months this is counting the heads of anybody who actually went from russia to china to give technical help uh 
was only ten thousand three hundred that include the satellite people too uh no this is what we're talking 
about and so on no this is this exactly this is this is purely soviet civil soviet union uh which averages out 
roughly just somewhat under a thousand um a year the peak was in 54 55 to 57 where it went up to 4 000 at 
one time was the maximum number which again is a very small number also i got the the the the fact that 
there are now after the supposed exodus somewhat uh under 10 000. from what he the way it was said i 
would imagine somewhere between 900 and uh 950 experts still left so it's untrue i think to say that all of 
them left i think it's probably also untrue to say that only those whose contracts had ended had left i think 
there was difficulty but i think it was less a political difficulty than an engineering difficulty i think a good many 
russians were getting very fed up this was a story going around peaking some russian technicians were 
getting very fed up as to the 
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fed up as to the treatment of the machines that they were installing and they were saying that it's just no 
good we cannot we cannot really cope with the chinese they're demanding more of our tools and machinery 
than we than they were made to to stand and some were allowed to go before their contract time because 
they got fed up now there might have been a political controversy behind this i don't know the people who 
have left the 900 and so who are still remaining in china apparently are there because they are advanced uh 
technicians in areas where the chinese are not yet capable of handing their own things and so what we the 
picture that i got broadly speaking was that there was some trouble that it was much less than we suppose 
that we had built it up in the press and elsewhere as being a major problem the technical problem and it was 
much less than supposed and i think the whole issue between china and russia and there were undoubtedly 
some political differences between them this last summer but i think we would be in the making the greatest 
possible error to suppose that it was anything more than a family quarrel i would suspect that this is true 
although i suppose none of us can prove anything here with certainty but i also have this feeling that in order 
to analyze this kind of problem thoroughly into one satisfaction one would have to go into a great many 
factors which we simply do not have the data unless we have it secretly somewhere or other that i don't 
know anything about to to to develop for example i think most of us assume that there are divisions of 
opinion within the soviet union on a number of issues and that khrushchev has an opposition internally i think 
we might assume that there is not unanimity of opinion within communist china too at the top levels in some 
issues now you may not see this and i doubt that any foreigner would being in china because i don't think 
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being in china because i don't think that they would reveal such differences as might exist on foreign policy 
issues or domestic issues but i have the feeling that behind this whole scene there must be a very intricate 
interplay between domestic forces on both sides and that if we are ever surprised by an explosion here it's 
likely to take the form of internal shifts in the balance of shall we say presidium or ccp power at the very top 
wouldn't that couldn't that harmonize with the statement of mouths of mao zedong just recently where he told 
his people that there were contradictions within the within their realm two quite different contradictions in the 
in their effect and origin one was the contradiction between the between china as an as a communist china 
as a nation and its outside enemies and the other was the contradiction within the people themselves 
contradiction with it within the country which would refer to a certainly a lack of that complete ascent and 
consonance of thinking undoubtedly to go back to your point there must be differences of opinion in any 
group of men as intelligent as those who are running china because they are very intelligent men what you 
don't find in china is what we've seen for so long in russia there is the open into nissan quarreling and 
jockeying for power they are the same group of men who started this thing it's the same i think the 14 or 15 
leaders of china where together as a group when they began the whole revolutionary process 20 and 30 
years ago well yes but there's some that have been dropped off there's only one that i can think of that has 
actually been dropped off no more than that i mean in addition to lily's son 
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lily's son for example who at one time was very important in this situation you had he's the man who 
committed suicide afterwards is that right i didn't know that no i don't i don't think he's committed suicide i 
think he's just been relegated to a minor position uh but you had the arrest of these two military men in 
manchuria one both of whom either committed suicide or were executed i don't know that's right there have 
been some difficulties with the military when the party wanted to establish supremacy of the military that is 
true but by and large i mean lucha uh joe and lai these are the old bolsheviks but they're the ones who are 
running the show that's true but my feeling would be that these people uh join lai matsudung and uh lee 
shachi uh together with judah these are the four people that i think have been the old bolsheviks these 
people have purged a good many uh people in the course of their eyes to power because remember you 
have to go back to the 20s for the emergence of these people and the purges in the 30s were rather 
considerable in the chinese communist movement you got rid of people like jungo tao for example as late as 


1937 and jango tao was a top communist leader yeah i was thinking largely since they gained power there's 
been as far as we can tell very little internal strife between them no doubt they are arguing like any other 
people arguing but when they produce a policy it is apparently the result of of of internal discussion and if 
they close ranks behind it i don't think the leadership in china is concerned with any possible um internal 
seizure of power or something like that like like we have seen in in russia and uh i don't quite know where 
this is leading us know i i i think i led this discussion astray on this a bit well i i was just i would just make this 
point that i have the feeling that the internal solidarity within the very top echelon of the chinese communist 
party it may very well 
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chinese communist party it may very well be greater than exists today at the very top echelon the soviet 
union and for the reason that we've already suggested namely that the struggle for power at that level took 
place from 1920 to 1949 and you had by 1949 a kind of solidification of power mount sudan became 
relatively unchallengeable but we've had a lot of indication that there is a difference of opinion on some 
issues between joe and lai and lu xi and where the power struggle begins to sharpen incidentally is on the 
issue of succession uh this is always a problem i think for a communist regime and it's not likely to emerge 
until the issue of succession demao comes about but i think i i would think it would be very hazardous to 
predict that this was a solid phalanx that could never be dented by policy or personal rivalry issues let's say 
in the in the aftermath of mao's death or decline i wonder if i could um take follower another issue for a 
moment it is really related to foreign policy you have i think presented to us or to set it to me mr green i 
picked a country which internally from the economic point of view may be making considerable progress and 
probably far more economic progress than many other undeveloped countries in asia you've also i think 
indicated that possibly here we have a relatively stable political regime which will be able successfully to 
continue the type of economic work that it has done now here of course we've got the big problem the basic 
problem is i see it as i think most people see it is the trinal struggle if you like between a quasi-free enterprise 
system 
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enterprise system uh operating in india and this apparently very strongly centrally controlled collectivist 
economy in china did you form any impressions yourself after your visit or during your visit as to whether we 
had to in any way rethink uh policy um towards india and economic aid towards india because of this basic 
struggle which is going on between the chinese and the indians has two ways of life economic and social i 
think you as an economist can probably uh deal with that much better than i can of course one does come to 
certain conclusions when one visits a country that is being run under a planned system and the result of that 
planning is unquestionably impressive i need only compare the condition of china today with what it was 11 
years ago and that advance has a certain self validity in it that is people are impressed because it is 
producing the results now what at what human cost of liberty or freedom i think one must also bear in mind 
there is no political liberty as we have it here or i suppose as the indians have it they feel of course that they 
have never had it that they've always operated with a centralized government in china and what they're 
operating with now is one that is not corrupt that has the benefit of the people at heart that is not operating 
on self-aggrandizement that is the people running china i think are genuinely concerned for the welfare of 
their people and are not doing it for personal paranoia against and that they are producing results which 
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are producing results which are causing which are giving them the support of the bulk of their people 
freedom for political freedom of course is only one of the freedoms and it's a very important freedom for us 
but they are free in many other ways they're free from starvation which to those people is a is a tremendous 
freedom to have achieved they are free to get education there are medical developments you dr agnew i 
think would be absolutely staggered if you went back there to see the thousands of hospitals good ones and 
small ones and big ones of all kinds scattered over the country so that the incidence of health is uh i mean 


disease is now down the uh children are well looked after and so all i'm saying is that one can go through 
this category of advances and therefore people looking at the system tend to say this is due to the system 
now it might not be due to the system the chinese feel it is you as an economist might see that that same 
those same results could have been achieved by some other non-centralized planned system yes well you 
are i think confirming an impression that i have that the uh what we believe to be the comparative success of 
china as compared with india is nothing to do with the actual economic systems but with a sort of social uh 
collective energy in the chinese people which one suspects for whatever reason is not at the present time to 
be found in the indian people a sort of will to advance the will is tremendous the enthusiasm the morale 
wherever you go and this passion for improvement you see it everywhere you ask somebody for instance 
like i did in the train going up to one of these towns a long distance train i asked the girl who was looking 
after our coach what she would do when she got back whether she would go home she said 
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back whether she would go home she said yes we have three days off but first we must have our meeting 
and i said what kind of a meeting is that oh well everybody on the train all the officials from the engine driver 
right down to the guard get together at the end of any trip to see how they can improve the next step that is 
what went wrong is discussed how can they give service to their people better the next time and so forth and 
this is just one example of something that's running right through the chinese life the floor boys at my hotel 
have a weekly meeting to see how they can become better floor boys well now this is just an indication of the 
kind of enthusiasm enthusiasm and wish to improve whatever they're doing it doesn't matter on what level 
you are and this is really nothing to do with the economic system this is nothing to do with the economic 
system but they think it has i mean they say that they think it's actually they say they say of course that it 
didn't happen under any other system that everybody was out for themselves this is no longer a me first 
system this is an us for us system yes well now do you see that um uh do you see that in the field of 
education as a whole is that same enthusiasm and and energy is it displayed as as it always was in 
traditional china where where we're teaching and and intellectual activity was on the highest level of regard 
uh has that continued or has that been displaced by more of a more of an activist or technical quality a very 
uh large proportion of their annual budget goes to the provision of education you find that there is now only a 
small proportion of the population that doesn't have access to schools they are short of teachers they put up 
a tremendous number of teacher training colleges but they're still short but the drive to education i think must 
be similar to what happened in russia you've got the same the same enthusiasm for spreading education 
illiteracy in china they claim is down to about 15 
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to about 15 now it's one of the moving things is to see this this wish to be educated you see children leaving 
school and going back home and you see the old parents sitting down beside this child and the child will 
teach the parents how to how to write and how to read things that they've learned in their schools and so 
forth and you get that uh feeling throughout china this this real determination to become educated and their 
claim recently to be to be developing a mass adult education type of program oh is that a real oh they do 
every every every factory um every institution every bank every every organization has what it's called its 
spare time school so that those who missed education when they were young can now get it as adults of 
course i i wonder if on both these points that we've been talking about there isn't another side of the coin to 
be looked at for example this question of the meetings i remember that when i talked to some of the people 
in hong kong and again this was not a cross-sectional group by any means because it was essentially a 
refugee group the point that they made about the meetings was that none of these were spontaneous that 
you had to meet and indeed i found among some of these people an aversion to the regime not so much 
along ideological grounds as along two grounds boredom and weariness they were terribly tired again 
because in addition to hard work they had to have meetings all the time and they not only had to have the 
meetings but they had to sit until they got some sort of consensus now maybe this was a problem unique to 
these people but i found in a number of cases that the meeting idea was was very deeply ingrained into the 
whole system of indoctrination and can control and development on the part of 
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control and development on the part of the regime as far as the education aspect of this goes one of the 
things that has impressed me was that in the hundred flowers bloom period you got in that brief period when 
a good deal of criticism was allowed some very remarkable declarations of unhappiness and of hostility to 
the regime from the intellectual community both student and mature intellectuals and if i had to guess my 
own guess would be that there's no group in china that is as dissident as the so-called mature intellectuals 
who were trained prior to the regime i think this group has one suffered more in terms of their capacity to 
express themselves and perhaps in terms of status unless they were willing to go along and probably is more 
unhappy than any other group i think you're dead right i think the dissidents and there are some i met some 
the people who dislike what's going on are largely those whose status has been affected that is people who 
had property local status as individuals who've lost it or the intellectuals who find these meetings that you 
talk about extremely boring and hate to go week by week now they're various kinds of meetings the meetings 
that i refer to are not the political instruction meetings that's another set of meetings that they have now 
meetings are must be a perfectly nightmarish form of life for those of us who aren't used to it and i think a 
great many people must dislike it in china too on the other hand on some levels i've i've heard people 
describe to me the zest with which they go to meetings a pedicab driver one of the very um 
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a pedicab driver one of the very um humblest of the in the social ranks was talking to me and he said he 
liked his weekly meetings and as i talked to him i began to realize why it was a form of social getting together 
it was a form of of reading you see although they learn how to read it's still an effort to them but to head get 
move get together once a week and have a book read to them and then they yap about it and discuss it it 
gives a sort of new color to his otherwise colorless life so when we get these criticisms of meetings i think 
you will find that it is nearly always from a sophisticated person rather than an unsophisticated person i don't 
know if you found that i i think this might very well be the case i also have the feeling that in the west we tend 
to think of participation in politics as a desideratum and we tend to think of participation in decision-making 
terms at least in some senses decision making the vote etc but i think that in china you have certainly had 
the enormous expansion of mass participation in politics if i were to draw the distinction as a political scientist 
between pre-1949 and post-1949 china i suppose i would say that before 1949 you were free not to 
participate in politics and i'm using this in very special terms indeed most people couldn't participate whereas 
post 1949 you must participate in politics this doesn't mean at the decision-making levels it may mean no 
more than ratifying decisions or amplifying them or discussing them but it seems to me the one thing that you 
have to do today is to participate you have to participate and you do join the decision-making levels if it's on 
a very local level the meetings that i attended to in communes and so forth were really decision making 
meetings whether in fact we should put this dam up or whether we shouldn't you know 





dam up or whether we shouldn't you know of course it was very largely guided by the local um commissar of 
some kind a party person but by and large i felt that those peasants felt that they really had a say in their 
local very local affairs on the larger level they don't of course have any um any say on the national level but 
they do participate in in very many ways on a very local level and they come to some very remarkable and 
rather self-denying decisions may i give you an example because i think this illuminates a great deal of 
what's going on in china today i was in honan province which you dr agnew will remember as being one of 
the poorest of all yes very much and they've had very bad harvests there and the commune that i went to 
was i think one of the poorest in the um in china and this answers an earlier question if i may go back to uh 
when you asked was i free to decide which where to go i wasn't entirely free no there were certain areas of 
the country which i wasn't allowed to travel in at all but in those areas where i was allowed to travel i could 
more or less choose the commune that i wanted to go and see and i asked to see the poorest one in honan 
province and they took me to it and i can believe that it was the poorest because no one else had been there 
no other visitor had been there and so forth and the food situation was extremely poor i went and had my 


meal at the at the uh one of the canteens and all we had was this dough stuff and i didn't think that was 
particularly good i asked for the menu for the next three days and it was either that or noodles or noodles or 
that there was very very little choice i asked how many times they had meat in the course of the year and 
they said three times a year and they had fish three times a year on their festival days well after lunch we 
went out to some fisheries which this commune had developed and discovered many acres 
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and discovered many acres of shallow water in which they were breeding fish and catching it and sending 
many hundreds of pounds worth every day to the local town near loyang well i asked why don't you use 
some of this fish for your canteens and they said we've had endless meetings about this on our local level 
constantly this constantly comes up of course but so far we've decided not to because we need the money 
and i said what do you need the money for well apparently they only had one hospital in this commune and 
they needed another one and they also had two of the villages only had very poor uh sheds in which to have 
their primary schools and they wanted to build better schooling and so here were people really on 
subsistence level determining that they were not going to increase their standard of living until other things 
had been provided now i think it's impressive and i think it was genuine for the way they spoke i think it was 
genuine i dare say it was a decision guided by the party but it was certainly one in which the people felt that 
they had participated and therefore did it fairly gladly now i want to ask you doctor dude was this sort of self- 
denial a feature of the chinese character previously or not yes i would say when you mentioned that it 
seemed to me that that was consonant with quite a lot that i had seen many instances of a comparable 
nature i think they they have uh felt that there were always values which to them were more important than 
the immediate material values to which they were prepared to contribute and sacrifice for uh would i would i 
be cutting across this category of thinking if i asked one question with regard to the aesthetic uh you will 
perhaps remember that a couple of years ago a canadian professor toronto university was invited by the the 
um the communist government to visit 





the um the communist government to visit china solely for the purpose of studying the aesthetic situation 
there he they wanted him to see how they had restored quite a bit of the beauty and the works of art and 
painting and so on in the temples and they were valuing their the aesthetic side much more than people had 
anticipated and when this friend asked the canadian government should i go the government said would you 
certainly better go by all means and he went and traveled widely over china he was not in any sense 
watched or given any directions he spoke the language he went where he chose and he photographed a 
great deal of the works of art and he was surprised at the amount of emphasis placed now did you have a 
similar experience yes i didn't travel as widely as he did probably but wherever i went i saw that the ancient 
monuments the ancient shrines their temples their historical um palaces and so forth were being extremely 
well preserved and reconditioned there's apparently a tremendous amount of devoted energy and skill going 
into the preservation of their historical monuments and how are the temples does religion have anything like 
the position that it is held in the in the previous years well i doubt it i went to the catholic churches in peking 
on two or three occasions on sunday different uh churches each time just to see how far they were attended 
and i must say i was surprised at the number of people in them one one of the cathedrals there i suppose 
must have had i think i made a count between six and seven hundred people there for mass on sunday 
morning and so forth the protestant churches are much less well attended but the catholics still have quite an 
attendance there the buddhist temples they still have buddhist monks in certain areas in fact in the western 
hills there is a buddhist church which has been built quite recently a pagoda very big tall one which the 
buddhists of china have 
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one which the buddhists of china have put up about three or four years ago so there isn't entire it hasn't been 
entirely done away with but of course the government gives it no real support it does oddly enough give the 
churches the government gives the churches um freedom from taxation which struck me as being rather 
interesting the government disbelieves in religion still allows the churches to be texts exempt and they're 
curious little chinese sort of paradoxes of that kind but of course the government itself doesn't um doesn't 
support me in any way may i ask one question that we've sort of touched upon but i don't think we've gone 
into it very much uh the only americans that i know who've been in communist china recently on a kind of an 
agreed upon basis have been the relatives of the prisoners there i can't recall any other american citizen 
going in legally now i i don't know whether there have been some that have gone in without our permission 
but with chinese communist permission that may be the case but is there any indication from your standpoint 
of what kind of people the chinese communists let in to china and i'm now speaking about this not merely 
perhaps with reference only to americans but with reference to others as well you're right i think in thinking 
that the number of of americans who've gone into china with the state department approval is very small 
there was a man called strom who went in in 1958 he was a i think an editor of a middle western farming 
paper the mothers of the prisoners and mrs downey was there while i was there she went and visited her son 
and i saw a good deal of her bishop walsh had his brother there a few weeks ago also and at the moment 
edgar snow 
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moment edgar snow is there yes now this interests me very much are you prepared to say anything about 
that uh edgar snow yes yes i think we allowed him to go in i understood i saw a good deal of him in peking 
and he's still there and uh the state department gave him permission to go as a correspondent for look 
magazine great pressure was put on by cows publishing people in random house for whom he's going to 
write a book and so forth tremendous pressure was put on and very reluctantly the state department gave 
permission for him to go in as a correspondent now the chinese wouldn't accept him as a correspondent but 
they have allowed him in as a personal friend of rui ellie the new zealander who lives in in uh china did you 
know he's he's still there going strong and edgar snow went in as his personal uh guest so from the chinese 
point of view they haven't broken their uh i Know that vincent sheehan was trying to get in and failed he said 
i'm i'm i'm trying to set up the criteria that the communists are using here why let edgar snow in i know for 
example that edgar snow had a great deal of sympathy with the movement in some senses and his his 
interviews with mao are now very famous and very useful to all of us but i don't think that edgar snow is a 
communist oh no and certainly not now why keep vincent who also was a friend incidentally as i understand 
of joe and lie well what's the chinese have memories for past friendships and they remain very vivid in their 
mind and edgar snow on one occasion saved the life of mrs joe and ly and that would be remembered and of 
course the book that he wrote red star over china it had a tremendous effect all over the world it was the first 
um news we had really out of for yes but vincent shin could also like claim to some of these same assets well 
i don't know what it was that led 





well i don't know what it was that led them to allow him in i don't know what it was that allowed them to let me 
in or richard harris of the times he's been there recently and that's about all i think from britain uh as 
britishers richard harris of the times and myself i think we're the only ones who've been permitted to go in in 
the last two years they're getting very controversy yes yes then there was lloyd lord boyd um wilson went in 
as a guest he's a scientist from canada he went in and wrote an interesting book there have been people in 
from the west but they are very small in number and i do not know what the criterion is it certainly is not as 
many of the correspondence who are waiting in hong kong suppose you know the hong kong's full of 
american and british correspondents waiting impatiently and with arda to get in and so gradually it has been 
assumed there that anybody who is allowed in must be a communist or pretty close to it well in both edgar 
snow's case and myself that is not so and certainly not in the case of richard harris from the london times so 
what the criterion is i don't Know isn't there a canadian journalist gerald clark yes that's right i remember that 
we still haven't uh come anywhere near solving uh what this concentration of brains would feel might be the 


next move if we do want to reestablish intercourse with china mr allen raised the point that we have been 
given the vision of a very emotional reaction on the part of the chinese government i always feel that perhaps 
emotional reactions are 
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reactions are maintained for public consumption and that somebody in the government as shrewd and 
apparently as efficient as the chinese government is in many ways must also be doing some thinking and not 
really want to be abolished by atom bombs any more than the rest of us do would you say felix that it was 
really your opinion that we might just as well give up that there's no object in in seating the chinese in the 
united nations or uh returning those rocks whatever kamoy and matsu uh i mean supposing we did take an 
initiative of some sort with the uh in agreement with our with our allies and so on and then just let it kick 
around surely some sort of uh sense is possible on the part of everyone isn't it yes i do we have to give 
governments up entirely i'm almost prepared to but i i don't want to give the impression of it being entirely 
hopeless or that there's nothing we can do although i must say when i think of it in sort of long-term span that 
we seem to have got ourselves into a position the west has got itself into a position where to leave things as 
they are is dangerous and any move that we can think of might be detrimental to our interests i think we've 
got ourselves into a box and it's very difficult to find a way out but i think some attempt should be made 
naturally i'm personally concerned and this is what i'm going around talking about a great deal that 
communication should be opened it is impossible for two countries to ever get together while they remain as 
ignorant as america and china remain and i'd like to see it opened not even necessary on the trade level yet 
because i think that they might think has an ulterior motive to it but why don't we try and see whether our 
educators can't go there and see what's happening with chinese education they're developing numberless 
very exciting new experimental educational procedures which i think our educators would like to hear about 
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educators would like to hear about and there in that area and our agricultural people might like to see what 
they're doing with agriculture in those areas i think there is less likelihood of embroilment on the ideological 
level and if it perhaps the religious people could go that the british have sent some religious people you know 
to see what's happening to religion in china so i think on those levels there might be a chance if it was 
genuinely put forward there's one difficulty isn't there that i suppose would be placed against that i asked the 
state department if i could go last year when i was in that whole total area if i could go in as an educator to 
mingle with educators and scientists and on no other basis and their reply was extremely courteous and but 
they pointed out there was this danger and that danger danger of being possibly imprisoned and and uh 
international incidents created and so on and there was reluctance to have a communication on just the very 
basis that you mentioned and that i think would be a sagittarian one well the state department have put out 
for some years as a reason for not allowing americans to go in that there is no recognition and therefore they 
can not protect them this country didn't recognize russia for what 13 years after the russian revolution but 
between the revolution and recognition there were innumerable people who went yes there were um not only 
businessmen but technicians yes trade there were all kinds of things so i don't quite know why the state 
department should suddenly become so solicitous and concerned about americans traveling to china i 
actually have the feeling that if we are talking in terms of american policy now for the moment and setting 
aside chinese communist attitudes that we could look forward to some relaxation of policy within the next 
several years on this level of informal contact i believe this is quite likely the more discouraging aspect i think 
of 
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the more discouraging aspect i think of our conversation here is your strong suggestion that the chinese 
communists might not be willing to relax sufficiently to allow some exploration here without getting what in 
effect amounts to unconditional surrender namely they've got to have taiwan before they'll do anything now 
on this score i just wonder if this hypothesis is possible in my opinion policy makers and leaders in nations 


often take positions which they feel are important and indeed imperative from the standpoint of the facts 
which they now see i personally believe that the greatest problem that the whole of the western world faces 
in the foreseeable future is that of bringing communist china into the international world of law and order of 
bringing her into the whole framework of international agreement and i don't think it will be easy and quite 
frankly i don't think it can be done by the united states alone but i would envisage an american policy which 
in certain areas showing flexibility allowed the pressures upon communist china from many sources to 
increase in other words there are some things that seem to decrease to increase in certain senses pressures 
to increase for her to participate in international negotiations and discussions if in other words we could posit 
something other than our rigidity against hers it might liberate certain pressures if you understand my point 
upon china from india from even perhaps even perhaps from russia after all it was knrushchev who made a 
special uh emphasis in his united nations addresses in spite of all the idea of trouble between the two 
nations that you could not discuss with disarmament without china that you you know that they must be 
seated in the united nations supposing the vote had gone the other way uh khrushchev would have been out 
on 
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way uh khrushchev would have been out on the very strange limb if china had refused to come in it seems to 
me well this is kind of you know this is the kind of thing that i think i'm talking about this idea that no american 
policy isolated is going to solve this problem or perhaps even isolated makes sense but that the general 
approach has to be to move toward a situation where the pressures the total pressures upon communist 
china are greatly increased in terms of coming into the international world of law and order and they have a 
president have we not i mean in the geneva conference a few years back yeah i think there was not yes yes 
it was yes yes well i i think anything that could bring china into the community of nations is to be well 
supported and uh to me it's it's sad to think of this great people 700 million of them now outside normal 
intercourse with a greater part of the world and i would like to see as i'm not a not an american citizen but i 
live here and it's my home and i'm fond of america and i believe in what america essentially stands for i feel 
that the next step on the part of this great country of which i'm now a part should be to ease tensions with 
china not to go on abusing china not to go on making it more and more difficult for her to act other than she's 
acting it seems to me that we we could take the initiative in this we could genuinely want to understand but 
the point is the intention isn't it do we really want to come to an understanding with china does this country 
does the government really want to what what what is our policy at the moment except one of total negation 
and the first of all we've got to make up our minds for our own safety security and interests what our long- 
term policy with china should be and if in fact it is 
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should be and if in fact it is the intention to make bridges again with china then i think there would be ways 
and means in which we could show that intention if it was genuine well of course we're not talking about an 
entity here we're talking about many men in government of course and there's a wide range of opinion on 
this subject yes of course isn't this too often in government though now the reason i say that is that the san 
francisco area particularly the businessmen here who have done who have been in business with china for 
many many years in fact some of our trading houses here were started in china and later on uh they placed 
their locale in the san francisco area um don't we sometimes place too much emphasis on government here i 
mean uh don't we have to do something about really getting uh across to the general public of this country a 
better appreciation of what the problem is now the fact that this area of the united states probably is the most 
knowledgeable area as far as our relations with china's concern of any part of the united states is probably 
the same reason that like foster delas always came to san francisco to make his hold the line talk now uh i 
think we're talking in this area uh in an area where there's a great deal of concern about the fact that we 
really don't know the situation where where uh as you point out in your earlier uh uh talks there mr green uh 
the the ignorance in this country as uh with the ground in china is just just amazing and uh don't we have to 
start a a kind of a grassroots uh campaign throughout the united states to educate our people as to the 
situation and what the alternatives are maybe the rockefeller brothers report some of the others would be 


helpful but there are a great many other reports that we need to to get out and get to groups to talk about this 
situation all around the country don't you feel that's very important but what are they going to talk about 
unless they have the facts and we can only get the facts by 


01:50:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=RJjTp5T4e2M&t=6600s 





facts and we can only get the facts by allowing our people to go there and get them yes now for example uh 
we uh we don't get any facts on what the trade situation is except through uh british and italian and other 
publications and through those we find out that the the chinese tea corporation is doing certain things that 
they're counting pineapple i sent a very interesting folder over to one of our big food packers here recently 
but anything that comes to us i mean they told us in hong kong yes we send to you uh information about the 
canton international fair haven't you received it no we haven't received it because of the apparently the 
government people again the post office takes up all this stuff and and decides that we are not is it because 
we're not politically mature enough or not good enough as businessmen that we can't receive this 
information what do you think oh dundas gentlemen i think that on that note of infinite query we are going to 
have to bring this discussion to a close uh and certainly i'm sure the audience will be in a much better 
position to do some thinking about this very important problem i am extremely grateful to all of you for 
coming and for devoting so much time to a really thorough discussion perhaps when felix comes back from 
the east he'll be prepared to go into further rounds if any of you have other questions you'd like to take up 
with you thank you very much 


END 


